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NARRATIVE 

On Friday, November 30, 1990, I conducted a Compliance 
Evaluation Inspection (CEI) in accordance with RCRA at Sherex 
Chemical Company, Inc. 

Sherex is located south of Mapleton, Illinois off U.S. Route 
24. They are a manufacturer of chemicals from naturally occurring 
ingredients, such as beef tallow, rape seed oil, coconut oil, palm 
oil and soybean oil. The facility submitted a Part A permit 
application to the Agency on August 18, 1980. They notified as a 
Generator/Storer (SOI). Their Part B permit application was 
submitted to the Agency on November 9, 1988 and is currently 
undergoing a comprehensive technical review. 

Sherex generates a variety of solid wastes, the majority of 
which are generated from their production processes. These wastes 
are special waste (nonhazardous). The remaining solid wastes 
generated are hazardous wastes. These wastes are recurrent. They 
are as follows. 

Chlorinated solvent wastes (F002) are generated in the 
facility's laboratories (Quality Control Lab and Process Development 
Lab), involving the use of various chemicals for product improvement 
and product development. The facility generates one 55-gallon drum 
every three months of this waste. The last manifested shipment of 
this waste was August 22, 1990. It was shipped to Trade Waste 
Incinerator, ILD098642424, in Sauget, Illinois, for incineration. 
At the time of the inspection, two 55-gallon drums of this waste was 
observed in Storage Area #1. 

Non-chlorinated solvent wastes (F003, F005) are also generated 
in the facility's laboratories. These wastes, like the chlorinated 
solvent wastes, are generated from the use of various chemicals for 
product improvement and product development. The facility generates 
one and one-third 55-gallon drums of this waste a month. The last 
manifested shipment of this waste was on June 20, 1990. It was 
shipped to Solvent Resource Recovery, OHD093945293, in West 
Carrollton, Ohio, for incineration. There were eleven 55-gallon 
drums of this waste in Storage Area #1. 

Listed below are the chlorinated and non-chlorinated solvents 
that are used in Sherex's laboratories for product improvement and 
development: 

Chlorinated Solvents Non-chlorinated Solvents 

Carbon Tetrachloride Methanol 
Chloroform Toluene 

n-Butanol 
Pyridine 

Waste naphtha (DOOl) is generated in the facility's Maintenance 
Building and Metal Organics Plant, where the facility utilizes 
Safety-Kleen parts washers to clean and degrease small parts. The 
facility generates about 50 gallons of waste naphtha a month. The 
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last manifested shipment of this waste was on November 6, 1990. It 
was shipped to Safety-Kleen, ILD093862811, in Pekin, Illinois, for 
recycling. The waste is stored in the parts washers, which are 
self-contained units. 

Mercury Waste {D009) is generated in the facility's laboratories 
resulting from a product quality control distillation process 
involving solvent pitch and mercuric acetate. The facility 
generates about 5 gallons of this waste every four months. The last 
manifested shipment of this waste was on December 1, 1989. It was 
shipped to Chemical Waste Management, ALD00622464, in Emelle, 
Alabama, for solidification and landfilling. There were 15 gallons 
of this waste observed accumulating in three 5-gallon buckets in 
Storage Area #1 during the inspection. 

During the inspection and tour of the facility, no apparent 
violations of 35 111. Adm. Code, Subtitle G, were observed. 

Also, an LDR inspection report, in accordance with HSWA, was 
completed under separate cover. TCLP involving sherex's 
nonhazardous special wastes were discussed. According to Serin Rao, 
plant environmental engineer, Sherex is analyzing these wastes on a 
prioritized basis. Meaning, those wastes which are generated in 
large volumes are analyzed for TCLP first to facilitate timely 
disposal. The other wastes which are generated in smaller volumes 
will be analyzed for TCLP on a predetermined basis. 
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